EXT. HOSPI TAL. AFTERNOON.

ALEX, a good-looking guy, is |lead out of the hospital by a
nmuscul ar-1 ooki ng ATTENDANT. Al ex |looks a bit out of his
surroundi ngs. MARI, a beautiful young woman, wal ks toward
t he two nen.

MARI
Al ex!

Surprised, Alex |ooks at Mari, and then at the attendant
who nods approvingly. Mari goes up to Al ex and hugs him
Al ex hugs the woman timdly.

MARI ( CONT’ D)
Baby, the | ove of ny
life. 1 mssed you so
much.

Mari adjusts the hug to sonething nore passionate.
EXT. FRONT OF HOUSE.

Al ex get out of the car and stares with awe at the | arge
house. Mari struggles to pull the baggage fromthe trunk
Al ex notices, and helps. The two enter the house.

I NT. HOUSE.

Mari noves around the house like it is second nature. Al ex
stares at the huge interior, as if in a dream

MARI
(j oki ng)
It may seemlike it’s newto
you, but this isn’t the
first time you ve been here.

Al ex snaps out of his stare, and approaches Mari |ightly
frombehind. He snells her hair. Mari |eans back into
hi m

ALEX
You're ny girlfriend?



MARI

Silly honey. I1'd like to
think "'mnore to you
t han t hat.

She grabs his left hand with her own, and holds it up for
himto see. They both wear weddi ng rings.

MARI ( CONT’ D)
They match. Awww. You're
not going to take credit
for that. Matching rings
was ny idea.

Al ex stares at the ring, and even noves it around, exposing
his tan line. Mari puts his arns around her, but Al ex
wor ks his way fromher grasp and wal ks into the kitchen.

MARI ( CONT' D)
Hungry?

| NT. KI TCHEN
Al ex | ooks around, anmzed.

ALEX
VWhat did | do to be bl essed
with all this?

Mari seens taken back by Al ex’s coment.

MARI
Hard work.

Mari puts her arns around himand squeezes her face into
his chest. Alex holds her lightly, and then nore, which
Mari seens to appreciate.

ALEX
VWhat nmakes ne so val uabl e?
VWhat do | do?

MARI
|’ m sure the doctor explained
everything to you. Didn't
he?



ALEX
Yeah, but, it’s all
amazi ng.

MARI
You shoul d renmenber
everything in a few days.
It’ll come naturally, we're
not suppose to force it.

Al ex | ooks around at the big house and at Mari

ALEX
Even if | did remenber, |
don’t think 1'd believe
it. Wat do | do for
a living?

MARI
In a few days you won’t
even have to ask
(pause)
Let's get you sonething to
eat .

Mari lets go of Alex and starts opening and cl osi ng cabi net
doors.

MARI ( CONT' D)
There’s no food! You wait
down here. 1'Il go upstairs,
change and we’ Il go off to town.

| NT. BEDROOM

Mari enters the bedroom and opens the closet. She picks
sonmething fromthe assortnent of clothing and puts it on
the bed. A SHUFFLI NG and CRACKI NG sound cones frominside
the closet. Mari’'s eyes open w de and she turns slowy
toward the sound.

EXT. BACKYARD.

Al ex stares into the yard, an area that | ooks like
paradi se. Mari wal ks up to himand takes his hand.



ALEX
It’s beautiful.
(pause)
Just the two of us?

MARI
(suspi ci ous)
Yeah. Wiy? Who el se?

ALEX
No little Mari’s and
Al ex’ s runni ng around?

MARI
Not yet, baby. But that’s
definitely sonething we can
wor k on.

Mari | eads him away fromthe yard.
EXT. SMALL TOWN STREET.

The town is nade up of about a dozen storefronts. Al ex and
Mari wal ks on the sidewal k, armand arm A BLONDE passes,
hol di ng onto the armof an UGY OLDER MAN. Wen Alex isn't
| ooki ng, the Bl onde opens her nouth and sticks her finger
in her nmouth as if to throw up, for Mari’s benefit. Mari
keeps from | aughing. The Bl onde | aughs, and then hugs the
Ugly A der Man tight. Mari snuggles up to Al ex.

I NT. STORE.

Al ex and Mari nove around the aisles. Behind the counter
is a SHOPKEEPER, who | ooks the perfect part. He wears an
apron and has a bal di ng, nothi ng-spectacul ar- about - hi m
head.

SHOPKEEPER
Hell o there. Find
everyt hi ng?

MARI
Yes we did.

Mari sm |l es adorably and brings her shoul ders up to her
face. The Shopkeeper rings up sone nunbers on his cash
regi ster while Alex | ooks at itens out of ear-shot.



MARI (CONT’ D)
On ny store credit, please.

The Shopkeeper | eans in close.

SHOPKEEPER
(whi speri ng)
Sex isn't the only thing.
More inportant is |ove.
MARI
(whi speri ng)
You trying to get a tip?

She snmi | es adorably again and then finds Al ex and | eads him
out of the store.

| NT. HOUSE. EVEN NG
Al ex | ooks exhausted. Mari |eads himupstairs.
| NT. BEDROOM

Mari undresses Alex and lays himin the bed. Al ex watches
Mari as she strokes his hair.

ALEX
l"mso tired.

VAR
Doct or said you woul dn’t
be able to do much today.

She strokes Alex’s hair until his eyes close and he falls
asl eep.

I NT. LIVINGROOM  LATER

Mari sits in the darkness. The house creaks and aches.
Her eyes dart around the darkness with every sound.

I NT. BEDROOM  EARLY MORNI NG

It’s still dark outside. The alarmclock by the nightstand
reads 3:26 am |t BEEPS and BEEPS. Mari’s eyes open wi de.
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