FADE | N:
MONTAGE -- FRIENDLY SUBURBAN NEI GHBORHOOD

-- Open on a peaceful suburban nei ghborhood. Row after row
of two-story houses that all |ook the sane.

-- Pre-Teens play hockey in the street, noving their net
when a car cones by.

-- Riding awmn nowers crisscross over plush green | awns.

-- Nei ghbors exchange friendly chit-chat with each ot her
over a picket fence, waving at all the cars that drive by.

-- A couple stands in front of a newy purchased hone.
CUT TO
EXT. BRENNER S NEW HOUSE -- DAY

TOM and MELANI E BRENNER (30's) stand in the driveway of their
new house.

It is a two-story col onial house |ocated on the corner of
two qui et nei ghborhood streets. Overgrown bushes |ine the
front of the house along the bottomof the front porch and
underneath the w ndows, and beneath the bushes is a row of
pur pl e petuni as.

A "For Sale" sign is posted on the front awn, and a "SOLD'
sticker is plastered over that. A large noving van is parked
next to the couple.

Tom a famliar yet instantly forgettable man, has his arm
around Mel ani e' s shoul der.

Mel anie, a wiry woman who obvi ously owns a hal f-dozen wor kout
tapes - and actually uses them pats Tomon the arm

TOM
Finally. 1It's ours.
Mel ani e just smles.
TOM ( CONT' D)

A place to call our own. Just like
we pl anned.

MELANI E
Come on, let's go inside.

TOM
Shoul dn't we start bringing our stuff
in?



MELANI E
Not yet. (She wi nks at Tonm) Cone
on.

She | eads Tom i nside the house.
| NT. BRENNER HOUSE -- DAY

Opened cardboard boxes ea stacked everywhere. A few |l arge
pi eces of furniture are placed throughout the house. Melanie
si ngs and dances whil e she unpacks boxes in the living room

Tom sneaks up behi nd her and spins her around by her wai st,
pulling her into an enbrace. She places one hand on his
shoul der, grips his hand with her other, and begi ns danci ng
with himaround the enpty room

They glide and twirl all over the room knocking into boxes
and nearly tripping over piles of their stuff.

The playful couple continues to dance until Melani e backs
Tom over a stack of books, and, losing all of the grace they
were dancing with, they flail and topple to the ground.

Mel ani e | ands on top of Tom and though he appears to be in
pai n, begins attacking himwth her |ips.

TOM
Ow, ow. Hold on. Get up. I-

Suddenly, there is a KNOCK at the door.

Tom and Mel ani e exchange a | ook that says they obviously
aren't expecting anyone.

Mel ani e hoists herself to an upright position and walks to
the door. She puts her eye up to the peephole.

Tom | ooks up at her fromthe floor.

TOM ( CONT' D)
Who is it?

She | ooks back and shrugs.

A m ddl e aged couple stands on their front porch. The WOVAN,
a cheery, jiggly little creature, has her arminterl ocked
w th her HUSBAND S.

The woman's face |ights up when Ml ani e opens the door. But
the man - a tall, lanky fell ow who dresses in jeans and a
flannel shirt no nmatter what the occasion - | ooks rel uctant
to be there.

WOVAN
Hi !



MELANI E
(Hesitantly)
Hi .

WOVAN
We're your neighbors. W |ive across
the street. W just cane over to
wel come you to the nei ghborhood.

The woman peeks her head inside and snoops around.

WOVAN ( CONT' D)
Hope we're not intruding.

MELANI E
(caught off-guard)
Ch, hi. No, uh, cone on in. The
place is a bit of a ness, though.

The couple steps inside. Tomjoins his wfe in the foyer,
brushing off his pants. The woman el bows her husband. He
steps forward and offers his hand to Tom They shake.

HUSBAND
Pl eased to neet you. |'m Jonathan
Donal dson. Call me John. This is
my wife, Lizzie. W live across the
street there, wanted to wel cone you
to the nei ghborhood.

TOM
So we heard. (Pause) Tom Brenner.
And this is my wife-

VELANI E
Mel ani e.

Mel ani e extends her hand to shake Lizzie's. Lizzie takes a
step back and raises her hands as if Melanie's hand was
poi sonous.

LI ZZI E

Oh, | don't shake hands..
VELANI E

Ch.
LI ZZI E

.1 hug!

Li zzi e pounces on Melanie and gets her in a bear hug. Melanie
is not sure what to nake of it. She |aughs unconfortably.

Tom and John are still shaking hands. Tomfinally pulls his
hand away as John casually | ooks around the house.



JOHN
This place isn't gonna be the sane
w t hout Stan.

TOM
Ch, did you know himwel | ?

John and Lizzie exchange a | ook that gives the inpression
there's alot to tell about Stan.

JOHN
Ch, | wouldn't say that exactly.
Just the tal k about hi m going around
t he nei ghborhood. He certainly nade
for sone interesting stories.

MELANI E
We never really got a chance to talk
with him W mainly dealt with his
son, Dale.

JOHN
Yeah, that little pisser really wanted
Stan to nove.

LI ZZI E
He felt the house was too big for
hi m

An awkward pause follows. Just when Tomis about to say
sonet hi ng-

JOHN
So how s the unpacki ng com ng al ong?

TOM
Sl ow. Packi ng everything you own
into little boxes seens like a
daunting task, but then you have to
unpack them..

JOHN
Believe nme, | know what you nean.
MELANI E
Ch, yeah? Have you two noved a |lot?
LI ZZI E
Ch, no. W've lived over there now
for, what...
JOHN
Twenty.
LI ZZI E

Twenty years, that's right.



JOHN
Naw, | own a few nmoving trucks. |
see fol ks packi ng and unpacki ng al
the tine.

LI ZZI E

l...we figured you two would be really
pooped after all this unpacking, and
you woul dn't have tinme to cook a
decent neal. So we wanted to invite
you over to dinner at our place.

MELANI E
VWll, we still have a lot of work to
do. ..

TOM
Yeah. ..

Li zzi e | ooks di sappoi nt ed.

MELANI E
...but we sure could use a break.
Tom shoots Mel anie a "what are you doi ng?" | ook.
JOHN
Great! Cone on over tonight, around
seven.
MELANI E
We'll be there.
LI ZZI E
Great! | got so used to feeding a

big famly, that my cooking skills
have gone to waste just meking di nner
for two.

John and Lizzie exit the house. They wave fromthe front
yard.

JOHN AND LI ZZI E
Bye!

Tom and Mel ani e wave back. They watch the couple cross the
street.

MELANI E
Sorry.
TOM
(Wi ni ng)

We have so nuch to do.
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