FADE | N:

| NT. SCHOOL | NDOOR POOL COVPLEX NEAR DAWN

A Swimrer’s arns reaching through the water, stroke after
stroke, lap after lap. This is BILLY DARCY, high school
seni or and swi mm ng prodigy. He is confident, yet shy,

| ending himthe perception of carel ess arrogance.

| NTERCUT:

| NT. BENNETT HOVE NEAR DAWN

LI ZZI E BENNETT sits at her desk, her face illum nated by
the desk | anmp as she studies. Extrenely intelligent and
sel f-confident, she is beautiful, yet not obviously so. It
is a beauty that grows on you, shining through her
personality, good hunor, and grace. Her voice is deep with
arich, British accent.

| NT. POOL DAY DAWN

Billy switches strokes fromfreestyle to the butterfly.

I NT. LIZZIE S BEDROOM DAY

The clock radi o ALARM goes off. Lizzie rushes to silence
it and gl ances at her sleeping sister, 15-YEAR-OLD LANEY.

| NT. BENNETT BASEMENT DAVWN

Lizzie pulls a load of laundry fromthe dryer and carries
it to her room

I NT. LIZZIE S BEDROOM  DAWN
Lizzie folding |aundry.
| NT. POOL DAY DAY

Daylight is just starting as Billy pulls his tall, dripping
body fromthe pool.

EXT. POOL COWLEX DAY

Billy shoulders his duffle bag and begi ns joggi ng hone.



| NT. DARCY HOUSE DAY

Billy stands at the kitchen counter gul ping down a quart of
or ange j uice.

| NT. DARCY UPSTAI RS HALLDAY

Shower ed and dressed, Billy wal ks down the hall and KNOCKS
on anot her bedroom door.

BILLY
You up?

MUFFLED REPLY frominside. He continues down the hallway.
The door opens and JULES DARCY, Billy’'s 16-year-old sister
appears. She trudges to the bathroom

| NT. BENNETT UPSTAI RS BATHROOM DAY

Lizzie is struggling to get 9-year-old tw ns, MADDI E AND
KATRI NA, ready for school.

| NT. BENNETT KI TCHEN DAY

Lizzie s sister, JENNA BENNETT, a tall pretty blonde, sets
cereal boxes, bowls, and spoons on the table. Getting mlk
fromthe refrigerator, she tosses her hair back. A large
burn scar covers sone of her neck and part of her jaw i ne.

I NT. LIZZIE' S BEDROOM DAY

Lizzie sets a pill and a glass of water by Laney’'s bed.
She gently brushes Laney’'s hair from her face.

LI ZZI E
Laney? Wake up.

Laney turns over and opens her eyes. She smiles at Lizzie.

LI ZZI E
(conti nui ng)
Mor ni ng.

LANEY
Mor ni ng.



LI ZZI E
Wake up and there’ s your pill.

Laney nods and sits up. Lizzie grabs her back pack and
goes out. Laney eyes the pill with disgust.

| NT. BENNETT MASTER BEDROOM DAY

Lizzie stops in. The bed is unmade. A nunber of
prescription bottles sit on the nightstand.

LI ZZI E
Mun? You awake?

MRS. BENNETT appears fromthe bathroom She | ooks pale,
tired. She sits on the edge of the bed. She smiles weakly.

MRS. BENNETT
|’mup. Don't worry, honey. Get to
school. We'll be fine.

Li zzi e nods and goes out.

| NT. DARCY HOUSE DAY

Billy eating breakfast. Jules cones in. She grabs cereal
and sits down at the table. She eyes Billy with his huge
stack of pancakes and smles. He offers her a bite. She
sm |l es and shakes her head. He goes back to eating.

DI SSOLVE:

EXT. HI GH SCHOOL DAY

Lizzie pulls into the parking lot. She, Jenna, and Laney
get out and wal k towards the school. Laney runs ahead.
JENNA
What do you have first period?
LI ZZI E
English. As if | don’t know it already.
You?
JENNA

Cal cul us.



LI ZZI E
Ch, dear.

Jenna | ooks apprehensively up at the school buil ding.

JENNA
| * m t hi nki ng honme school i ng woul d
be a good idea this year.

LI ZZI E
For sone peopl e perhaps. For
us it would be psychol ogi cal suicide.

They pass two MALE STUDENTS standing up straight, their
heads bent as they have a drooling contest to see who can
produce the | ongest continuous stream Lizzie smles and
shakes her head. They pass four G RL STUDENTS argui ng over
the color of another GIRL'S highlights. Lizzie rolls her
eyes.

LI ZZI E
Besi des, think of all the fun
we'd mss. Grls bonding, boys
spitting. Who woul dn’t
want to be a part of all this?

LI ZZI E
| " m surprised you would, Lizzie.
For all your usual optimsm you
never seemto want to have a boyfriend.

LI ZZI E
So few of themare worth the trouble.
But who knows, maybe we’ll find soneone

intelligent enough to |ike you.

JENNA
| won’t hold my breath.

LI ZZI E
Good, we wouldn’t want you to
become asphyxi at ed.

Jenna | aughs.



EXT. SCHOOL PARKI NG LOT DAY

A jeep pulls in and parks. Billy and Jules get out, along
with Billy' s best friend, CHRIS BRINLEY, a friendly, lively
jock with a heart of gold. Jules runs ahead to catch up
with her friends. Billy and Chris saunter into school.
Chris’ overt friendliness conplenents Billy's nore reserved
acknow edgenent.

CHRI S
Hey, Dool ey, you owe ne noney!

DOOLEY, a student, turns and tal ks as he wal ks.

DOOLEY
Pay you at | unch.

A TRIO OF G RLS overtake them

G RLS
Hey, guys.

CHRI S
Ladi es! Top of the nornin’ to ya.

Chris smles broadly. Billy lifts his head in a silent
hel | o.

CHRI S
Bill, as always, a way with words.
| NT. SCHOOL HALLWAY DAY
Billy and Chris wal k down the hall. As they pass the gl ass

wi ndows of the Main Ofice, Chris spots Jenna's profile as
she stands with Lizzie at the front desk. He slows to a
st op.

Bl LLY
VWhat ?

Chris doesn’t answer, but continues to stare. Billy noves
on.

POV CHRI'S: Jenna | aughs at something Lizzie says.

From down t he hall



BI LLY
Yo..Brinl ey!

Chris follows Billy.
| NT. CLASSROOM DAY

Billy is sitting in the back right corner of the room his
|l ong | egs stretched out beneath his desk. The teacher, MR
HALBURTON, addresses the cl ass.

MR. HALBURTON
Can anyone tell me why O hello
woul d yield so easily to lago’'s
machi nati ons?

The door opens. Lizzie enters and hands a pass to the
t eacher.

LI ZZI E
Sorry, got |ost.
HALBURTON
Ah, you’'re new?
LI ZZI E
Yes, sir.
HAL BURTON
Front?
LI ZZI E
Un Stratford..Engl and.
HALBURTON
Ah, wel cone. Wel conme. Pl ease, sit.
Li zzi e takes the one avail able seat, in the front row.
HAL BURTON

M ss Bennett, perhaps given your
background you can help us with our
under st andi ng of why Othell o was so
prone to lago’ s meddling.

As she tries to get settled, Lizzie answers automatically,
al nost absently.



LI ZZI E
Ch, he was, um.insecure.

HALBURTON
Good. Yes...but why?

POV BI LLY: hi s not ebook where he scribbles “insecure”
bel ow O hell 0’ s nane.

He goes back to | ooking bored.

LI ZZI E
Well, um he doesn’t think he
deserves Desdenona and doesn’t
really know how he got her

HALBURTON
Yes, yes. Support that in
the text, please.

Lizzie |l ooks at himlike he’s mad and | ooks around to see
why she’ s being put on the spot. No one seenms to care.

LI ZZI E
| 4+ don’'t have a—

A G RL next to her passes Lizzie a copy of the play.

LI ZZI E

(grudgi ngly)
Ch, thank you.

Li zzi e thunbs through the book quickly.

LI ZZI E

(conti nui ng)
OK..um.here. Act One, scene three,
he says, ‘Rude am | in ny speech,
And little bless’d with the soft
Phrase of peace,’ blah, blah. Also,
he’s a Moor, the only black man
there, and right away he has to defend
the fact that he won her w thout some
kind of sorcery. So after all that, he’'s
ready to believe anything lago insinuates
about his wi fe being unfaithful.



Silence. Soneone COUGHS. Hal burton is gl ow ng.

HALBURTON
Yes, yes. Thank you.

Li zzi e gl ances around. Other STUDENTS are writing. Sone
raise their eyebrows at her. Billy studies a hangnail.

| NT. CAFETERI A DAY

The cafeteria is full. At one table, Billy is eating.
Chris is |ooking around.

Bl LLY
VWhat ?

CHRI S
Huh?

Bl LLY

Who you | ooking for?

CHRI S

(shruggi ng)
You ever get a feeling--?

BI LLY

Nope. Nunb from the waist up. Wy?
CHRI S

| dunno. | thought | —

POV CHRI'S: Jenna entering the cafeteria fromthe food
line, tray in hand, with Lizzie behind her taking a |lunch
menu froma display on the wall. They take a seat at a

t abl e near the door.

Chris junmps up and grabs his tray.

CHRI S
(to Billy)
C non.
BI LLY
" m eating.

Chris heads for Jenna and Lizzie's table. Billy SIGHS.



JENNA
It’s sadistic. Woever cane
up with history should be shot.

LI ZZI E
Ch, yes. Let ne see. That
woul d be..hmmm everybody.

Jenna picks at her food.

JENNA
VWhat is this?

Li zzie consults the nenu.

LI ZZI E
Bar bequed beef.

JENNA
Ch. | don’'t suppose—

She is interrupted by Chris’ abrupt arrival. He plops
hi msel f hal fway down the table fromJenna, grinning at them
as he sits.

CHRI S
Hey.

JENNA
Um.hi .

He nods at Lizzie who studies himw th curious anusenent.

CHRI S
Hey.

Lizzie
Hey.

Just then Billy arrives with his tray and sits on Lizzie's
side of the table across fromChris. He sets his tray down
with a loud SLAP and greets Jenna with a bored, indul gent
expr essi on.

BILLY
Hey.
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JENNA
Hey.

Li zzi e BURSTS OUT LAUGHI NG. Jenna is nortified.

JENNA
Li zzi e!

LI ZZI E
" msorry. Perhaps | should
have nei ghed.

CHRI S
| " m Chri s.

JENNA
(shyly)
Hi .
Seeing Jenna would leave it at that, Lizzie indicates
Jenna.

LI ZZI E
Jenna Bennett. | "m Lizzi e.

CHRI S
That’s Billy.

Billy nods and continues eating. Lizzie stifles a |augh.

CHRI S
You just nove here?

JENNA
Mrmm hmmm

CHRI S
You' re what ..Engl i sh?

BI LLY
What was your first clue?

CHRI S
Just eat.
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